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on the part of humans are already sufficiently rewarded and punished in this world. 
Can someone thus conjecture, in the hour of his own death, anything with certainty 
concerning God’s justice? Is he thus able to demonstrate by means of God’s justice 
that after death he must attain to such a state that God’s justice still needs to be 
exercised upon him? [...] If one instead consults the light of revelation on this score, 
then one must draw a completely different inference, as God has there proclaimed 
punishments and rewards that depend on His will which, for the sake of the world’s 
supreme perfection, are not all linked to the free actions of human beings in this life. 
Consequently, one can prove, from God’s revealed justice, that the soul is immortal, 
but reason is incapable of this. Accordingly, I have, as far as I am concerned, 
sufficiently demonstrated that mere reason cannot yield any conviction regarding 
the soul’s immortality, although it likewise cannot provide us with a single ground 
from which the probability of the annihilation and death of the soul can be inferred. 


